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Newsletter n.4 

S p r i n g  2 0 1 4  
www.EASSW.org 

 
This is the forth of the new series of EASSW 
newsletters published to regularly update all the 
members on its activities and disseminate information 
of common interest on social work education in 
Europe.  
In this issue you will find a recent report from the 
President, Susan Lawrence, a reminder on how to 
subscribe or renew your EASSW membership in 2014 
and other news on EASSW activities. 
In the section "Conferences, seminars and other study 
meetings" you will find an extensive report on the 
round table ”Problems and perspectives of integration 
of Russian and European Social Work programmes of 
higher education in the framework of Bologna 
process” (Nalchik in Russia, July 2012), together with 
the announcement of important forthcoming 
initiatives. The most important of them for our 
Association is the EASSW conference "Social Work 
Education in Europe towards 2015", organized in 
cooperation with AIDOSS (Italian Association of Social 
Work Educators) and the University of Milano Bicocca. 

It will take place from 29th June to 2nd July 2015 in 
Milan (Italy). Topics of the conference are: 

 Knowledge, skills and values of social work; 

 Challenges and opportunities in developing social 
work curricula; 

 Reflecting on social work teaching methods; 

 Theory and practice relationship; 

 Towards generalist or specialist social work 
education? 

 Social work research on practice and education; 

 International dimension in social work education; 

 Teaching social work and social work education in 
time of crisis. 

So, please, save the date: 29 and 30 June and 1 and 2 
July 2015! 
Suggestions and contributions (in Word format, 
please) for the newsletter should be sent to: 
<alessandro.sicora@unical.it> 
Thanks in advance and have a good read! 

The Editor

LIFE OF THE ASSOCIATION 

PRESIDENT'S UPDATE 

Since our last Newsletter, EASSW has been engaged in 
many activities in line with the Association’s 
objectives. I have pleasure in presenting some of the 
key activities undertaken, which I hope will give 
members and friends an idea of the scope of the 
Association’s work. 

 
World Social Work Day 2014 
For World Social Work Day, March 2014, under the 
theme ‘Promoting social and economic equalities’ 
EASSW made a film for use during the week of action, 
highlighting some of the events in Europe, which can 
be viewed on the EASSW website (www.eassw.org ).  
I was honoured to represent EASSW/IASSW in Geneva 
on 18 March 2014. The event, coordinated by Klaus 
Kuhn of IFSW, took place this year in the Ecumenical 
Centre, as the UN Office was fully booked for business 
on 18 March.  

Plans are underway for World Social Work Day 17 
March 2015, including holding a day seminar at the 
UN AIDS Centre in Geneva, supported by IASSW, IFSW 
and EASSW. An event is also planned at the Council of 
Europe in Strasbourg and the EASSW Vice President, 
Gunter Friesenhahn is coordinating activities on behalf 
of EASSW. 
EASSW urges all members and friends to mark WSWD 
on the third Tuesday of March each year with events 
and actions in support of social work and service 
users. Please inform EASSW via the website of your 
plans for the day. 

 
European Biennial Conference 2013 
The ENSACT European Conference for the Social 
Professions (16–19 April 2013 in Istanbul, Turkey 
http://www.ensactistanbul.org ) was a great success, 
attracting approximately 800 delegated (over 600 to 
the whole conference – and 200 as day delegates). 
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The conference title was "Social Action in Europe: 
Towards Inclusive Policies and Practices".  
Each of the organizations contributing to the 
conference planning held a symposium during the 
conference (18 April). EASSW focused specifically on 
"Teaching sustainable development for social work 
practice" Thorsten Afflerbach provided the keynote 
presentation. Mr. Afflerbach is Head of Social 
Cohesion and Integration, Division Social Cohesion and 
Diversity Department, Directorate of Human Rights 
and Anti-discrimination, Council of Europe, 
Strasbourg. Seven presentations followed and there 
were over 100 participants during the session. 
 
General Assembly of EASSW  
The meeting of the General Assembly took place 
during the Conference on 17 April and the new 
Executive Committee was elected/confirmed. Full 
details of the new Officers and Executive Committee 
Members can be viewed on the EASSW website.    
The General Assembly debated the proposed 
amendment of the constitution and in particular the 
section on membership. The new text, agreed by a 
majority of those present at the meeting was as 
follows: 
‘Membership to the EASSW is open to all European 
Countries as defined and described by the Council of 
Europe. Membership of the EASSW abides by the 
Council of Europe list of full members as applicable. 
Applicant Schools that are in countries outside of the 
Council of Europe countries but where there is a 
Regional Association will be informed about that 
Association.Member status maybe granted to non-
European schools on the basis of historical, cultural 
and political links with Europe.’  
 
Global Agenda for Social Work and Social 
Development 
EASSW has been active in the tripartite European 
Global Agenda Group and launched the European 
Observatory in April 2013, during the ENSACT 
conference. Many members and friends have 
submitted evidence to the European Observatory via 
the EASSW, and a regional report that has contributed 
to the Global Observatory report was submitted. 
Some examples of submissions to the European 
Observatory can be viewed at: 
http://www.eassw.org/global-social-
work/6/examples-of-submissions-to-the-global-
observatory.html 
 
 
Improve contact and support with social work 
education institutions in different parts of Europe 
Russia: EASSW was represented at the International 
Conference "Internationalization of Social Work 
Education”, held in Moscow State Regional University 
(MGOU) on February 14, 2013.  
 
 
 
 
 

Greece: The President of EASSW sent an open letter to 
the Greek Ministry of Education regarding the closure 
of Schools of Social Work in Greece, in support of 
colleagues in schools of social work and their students. 
 
Slovenia: EASSW along with IASSW supported an 
international symposium in Ljubljana 17-18 June 2013 
through its Innovative Project Funding. ‘Against social 
suffering: social work in alliance with people with 
disabilities in times of crisis’   focused on the burning 
issues in the region which today faces growing 
inequalities, poverty, political crises and engendering 
of democratic standards. Speakers from the region as 
well as from the global social work community 
reflected on the societal changes and wider notion of 
disablement caused by social inequalities and human 
rights violations. The main purpose of the symposium 
was the global exchange of ideas, concepts, research 
and visions for a just society. 
 
Tirana, Albania – The Executive Committee attended a 
conference organised by colleagues from Tirana 
University Social Work Faculty in November 2013. (Full 
report below). 
 
Improve contact with European Institutions 
Officers of the EC are continuing to develop fruitful 
contacts in the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, and 
UN Office in Geneva. Work is underway in cooperation 
with IFSW and ICSW to make further contacts within 
the EU so an event can be held in Brussels in 2015. 
 
Cooperation with IASSW 
Susan Lawrence and Vasilios Ioakimidis attended the 
IASSW Board meetings in Ljubliana, Slovenia  in April 
2013 and in Hanoi, Vietnam in January 2014 on behalf 
of EASSW. Work on the revision of the International 
Definition and the Global Agenda and updates can be 
viewed on the IASSW website http://www.iassw-
aiets.org/ . 
The next Global conference will be in Melbourne in 
July 2014 – details can be viewed on the conference 
website http://www.swsd2014.org/ .  
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European Conference plans for 2015 
 The Associations comprising ENSACT have agreed to 
hold individual conferences in 2015. The next EASSW 
conference will be in Milan, Italy 29 June to 2 July 
2015. See further details below. 
ENSACT now has a new President – Thea Meinema – 
and plans to focus on lobbying European institutions 
to raise the voice of social work and social 
development at a policy level. 
 
The EASSW Executive Committee  
We will next meet in April 2014 in Murcia, Spain, 
where members of the Executive will take the 
opportunity to join a conference hosted by Spanish 
colleagues. A report of the meeting outcomes will be 
posted on the www.eassw.org website and in the next 
newsletter following the meeting. 

Susan Lawrence 
President 

European Association of Schools of Social Work 
EASSW 

 
April 2013 

 

 
At the EC meeting in Tirana, Novembrer 2013 

 
 

EASSW 2014 MEMBERSHIP 

You will find all information about membership on our 
website: www.eassw.org. This includes information 
about categories and fee structure, application forms 
in English, French and Spanish and a list of member 
schools. For registration and payments follow the 
instructions under “application form”. Any question 
about the membership registration may be directed to 
the membership administration. The email address is:  
peter.hendriks@hu.nl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CONFERENCE IN TIRANA ALBANIA 

On 25-26 November 2014, the international 
conference “Realities and challenges for social 
workers as a profession in labour market in Albania”, 
organized by the Department of Social Policy and 
Social Work, Faculty of Social Science of Tirana 
University and supported by EASSW took place in 
Tirana. Social work educators and doctoral students 
from Albania attended the conference as well as ten 
members of the Executive Committee of EASSW.  
Participants were greeted by the Minister of Social 
Welfare and Youth, Mr. Erion Veliaj, who stressed the 
importance of social work professionalization in the 
country.  Presenting the mission and aims of EASSW 
the President of the Association Susan Lawrence 
encouraged Albanian colleagues to submit evidence of 
inspiring examples how social and economic equality 
is promoted in the country to the European 
Observatory (http://www.eassw.org/global-social-
work/6/examples-of-submissions-to-the-european-
observatory.html).  

 
 
Gunter Friesenhahn, Vice President of EASSW 
presented approaches to professionalization of social 
work in times of transition and Vasilios Ioakimidis, 
Secretary of EASSW, invited participants to reflect on 
internalization as well as localization of social work.  
The conference ended with the thematic sessions, 
where doctoral students presented their research 
designs and/or preliminary results. The initiative of 
Albanian colleagues was a valuable asset to the closer 
collaboration of European schools of social work in 
strengthening social work profession and improving 
the quality of social work education. 

Violeta Gevorgianiene 

mailto:peter.hendriks@hu.nl
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NEWS 

WORLD SOCIAL WORK DAY 2014 

MARCH 18TH  

EASSW puts a focus on social work education and 
practice in Europe that is in line with the first theme of 
the global agenda. This is the third year that EASSW 
planned joint European action on World Social Work 
Day using social media. The outcomes are available on 
our website at the address: www.eassw.org. 

 

SOCIAL DIALOGUE – CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS 

An international magazine “Social dialogue”, published 
by the International Association of Schools of Social 
Work, invites contributions from European authors.  
Any information or news about social work education 
and social development in your region will be 
welcome. For additional information please see: 
http://www.social-dialogue.com/; contact person: 
Violeta Gevorgianiene, anamaria@charity.lt 
 
 

HISTORY OF SOCIAL WORK 

Jan Steyaert and Kevin Harris at University of Antwerp 
(Belgium), joint editors of this website, inform on the 
developing of a website on the history of social work. 
It can be seen at www.historyofsocialwork.org. 
On this website, they developed a time line of 
international social work, providing brief information 
on the fifty most significant persons or activities on 
that time line. Each description will also provide links 
to further information as well as digital copies of some 
key publications.  
 
 

EASSW-SYMPOSIUM ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND 

SOCIAL ACTION – THE ROLE OF SOCIAL WORK EDUCATION DURING 

THE ENSACT- CONFERENCE SOCIAL ACTION IN EUROPE: 
TOWARDS AN INCLUSIVE POLICIES AND PRACTICES IN ISTANBUL  

22 APRIL 2013 

About 100 participants have joined the EASSW 
symposium on “Sustainable development and social 
action – the role of social work education” during the 
ENSACT- conference Social Action in Europe.  
In his introduction the chairman of  this symposium 
EASSW vice president Günter J. Friesenhahn 
underlined the  growing importance of the topic. 
Amongst the 7 main topics  of the ENSACT-conference 
“Sustainable Development and Social Action” has been 
identified as  an essential aim for social workers.  
The Global Agenda for Social Work and Social 
Development  has given  an essential impact  around 
the discussion concerning the role and importance of 
social work for  the social cohesion in our societies. It 
is about building cohesive societies and remove the 
seeds of conflicts.  

An inclusive policy in the European context is about 
exercising rights to disadvantaged social groups to give 
equal rights for everyone independent of gender, 
generation, sexuality, disabilities, ethnic background 
and faith. Inclusive policy implies education, training, 
housing, equal resources for disabled, immigrants and 
participation (democratization). Inclusive policy is 
about equal rights to everyone and efforts to 
eliminate injustice.  An inclusive policy is about social 
cohesion which is  a  political term. It underlines the 
essential for the attainment of the three core values of 
the Council of Europe: human rights, democracy and 
constitutional legality. It is a matter of how to develop 
and strengthen social relationships and provide pro-
active social work according to the needs of the users. 
It is about the right of access for all to educational, 
care and social  services and providers. 

Furthermore, it is about the reliable, science-driven 
analysis of conditions and circumstances which 
obstruct and work against human rights and 
consequently jeopardize the dignity of every 
individual. Social work all over the world is supporting 
people, standing for human rights, enhancing well-
being and social development.  
The various actions in the context of the  World Social 
Work Day during the last years demonstrated  the 
necessity and the possibility of transnational 
strategies, in order to promote social justice and  
human right. One of the leading ideas is to link 
different social work approaches and discourses. The 
social development approach is in Europe not yet a 
well-known concept whereas in other region of the 
world academics and social workers are promoting 
this concept in which economic growth, the 
importance of the social dimension und human rights 
protection and the need for individual well-being are 
regarded as cornerstones. Furthermore, a central 
point in this discourse is environment –not just as 
ecological issues but as a demand to protect 
resources. In recent publication the term 
“environmental justice” is used to demonstrate   the 
relation between social justice and human rights.  
 
 

http://www.eassw.org/
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Social work and  sustainable  development have a 
common agenda: coping  with needs and maintaining 
a constructive  process of social change  with a global 
perspective which underlines the interconnection  
between the  local and the  global environment  
The  symposium was opened  by Thorsten Afflerbach, 
Head of Social Cohesion and Integration, Division 
Social Cohesion and Diversity Department, Directorate 
of Human Rights and Antidiscrimination, Council of 
Europe, Strasbourg  in his   key note: Human rights and 
social cohesion in Europe - the key role of social 
services he stated  the Global Agenda is regarded as an 
excellent  document  which meets the main aims of 
the Council of Europe. A central statement was the 
demand for building  a Europe of shared 
responsibilities in which social workers have the role 
as  >human rights workers<.  
The presentation are  uploaded on the EASSW website 
http://www.eassw.org/ 
 
They are: 

1. Maja Rojak (NL): Demographic change and 
social capital. Implication for social work 
education  

2. Vasilios Ioakimidis (UK): Reconceptualising 
social work in Southern Europe; from 
mainstream professionalism to political 
action.  

3. Gary Spolander/Lambert Engelbrecht/Linda 
Martin/Strydom(UK and South Africa): 
International research collaboration  for 
sustainable development  

4. Armin Schneider (D): Sustainable and social 
management as a key  for an inclusive society  

5. Annamaria Campanini (I):  Italian social 
workers: lost in the field   

6. Jan Zichlinsky (CH): Social space³ - approach 
as the key to establish social development 
into the paradigm of sustainability 

Günter J. Friesenhahn 
 

HAND IN HAND 

From the Faculty of Social Studies a at the University 
of Applied  Sciences In Koblenz, Germany we received 

the lyrics of a song composed by Social Work students. 
The title of the song is “Hand in hand”. 
 
[Verse 1] 
 
I want to use all the opportunities 
To start a relationship between you and me 
I have to bring it into shape 
And keep working for equality – against all hate 
I need to be non-judgmental 
Working with the needy, not computers and pencils 
I need to be non-judgmental 
Working with the needy, not computers and pencils 
Let me tell you about social exclusion 
„we’re all one” – that’s an illusion 
Surrounded by scorn and false conclusion 
Is there change, a revolution? 
Well, I can’t feel it, 
There’s nothing but confusion 
„we’re all one” – that’s an illusion 
 
[Prechorus] 
 
Comes pain, comes trouble, or difficult stuff 
We face the challenge and all rise up 
Comes pain, comes trouble, or difficult stuff 
We face the challenge and all rise up 
 
[Chorus] 
 
We’re all heading the same way 
So let us stand together 
Hand in hand, through this path 
Let’s walk forward to live our dream 
 
[Verse 2] 
 
They develop many theories 
to tackle problems in families 
and open opportunities, 
create beautiful memories 
supporting parents, counseling kids 
different cultures create a beautiful mix

CONFERENCES, SEMINARS E OTHER STUDY MEETINGS 

 
In this section we give hospitality to news of study 
meetings related to social work in a European 
perspective. Please send your reports in Word format 
to: alessandro.sicora@unical.it.  

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR 2015 EASSW CONFERENCE! 

From 29th June to 2nd July 2015 Milan (Italy) will host 
the EASSW conference "Social Work Education in 
Europe towards 2015", organized in cooperation with 
AIDOSS (Italian Association of Social Work Educators) 
and the University of Milano Bicocca. 

 

 

Topics of the conference are: 

 Knowledge, skills and values of social work; 

 Challenges and opportunities in developing social 
work curricula; 

 Reflecting on social work teaching methods; 

 Theory and practice relationship; 

 Towards generalist or specialist social work 
education? 

 Social work research on practice and education; 

 International dimension in social work education; 

 Teaching social work and social work education in 
time of crisis. 

http://www.eassw.org/
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Program and more information soon on: 
www.eassw.org 
 

JOIN WORLD CONFERENCE ON SOCIAL WORK, EDUCATION AND 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 2014,  
MELBOURNE, 09-12 JULY. 

INVITATION 

Dear Colleagues,  

On behalf of the International Association of Schools 
of Social Work (IASSW), the International Council on 
Social Welfare (ICSW), the International Federation of 
Social Workers (IFSW) and the local Organising 
Committee, we are delighted to invite you to 
Melbourne, Australia for the Joint World Conference 
on Social Work, Education and Social Development 
from 09-12 July 2014. 
This Conference will bring together practitioners, 
researchers and educators from around the world who 
are engaged in Social Work and Social Development. 
The Conference will continue the work of the Global 
Agenda, first set in Hong Kong in 2010 and then 
continued in Stockholm in 2012. Together with the 
Australian Association of Social Work, the Australian 
Council of Heads of Schools of Social Work, and the 
Australian Council of Social Service, we are planning 
an inspirational program in true Australian tradition. 
Melbourne, Australia, is one of the world’s most 
liveable cities – the undisputed events, sport and food 
capital in the country.                                 

It is a modern, multicultural metropolis of over four 
million people, famed for blending business and 
pleasure. We hope you will take up the many 
opportunities for you to enjoy Melbourne and its 
surrounds and all that is has to offer. 
We look forward to greeting you at the Joint World 
Conference on Social Work, Education and Social 
Development in 2014. 
 
Professor Marie Connolly 
Chair, Local Organising Committee 
The University of Melbourne 
 
Associate Professor Louise Harms 
Deputy Chair, Local Organising Committee 
The University of Melbourne 
 
On behalf of the Owners:  
International Association of Schools of Social Work 
(IASSW)  
International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW)  
International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW)  
 
For more information go to the official website: 
<http://www.swsd2014.org/> 
 

Text extracted from the official website  
of the conference 

 
 

WHAT IS THE EASSW - EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS OF SOCIAL WORK?

EASSW brings together over 300 different schools, 
universities and tertiary education institutions 
supporting social work education.  EASSW promotes 
the development of social work education throughout 
Europe, develops standards to enhance quality of 
social work education, encourages international 
exchange and provides forums for sharing social work 
research and scholarship. In all aspects of its work, 
EASSW adheres to the United Nations’ Declarations 
and Conventions on Human Rights, recognizing that 
respect for the inalienable rights of the individual is 
the foundation of freedom, justice and peace. EASSW 
represents social work education at the European 
level at the European Commission, the Council of 
Europe and with other international organizations. 
Members of EASSW are united in their obligation to 
the continued pursuit of social justice and social 
development. In carrying out its mission EASSW 
fosters cooperation, collegiality, and interdependence 
among its members and with others. EASSW 
represents and promotes the interest of social work 
education at the European level, participating as an 
NGO with the European Commission (www.europa.eu) 
and the Council of Europe (www.coe.int). EASSW 
contributes to the academic and international 
development of social work and social work education 
and provides a European forum for its members. 
EASSW is the independent European branch of the 
IASSW and is represented on the IASSW Board. 

Structure and administration 
The General Assembly, comprising all members, which 
takes place biennially, governs EASSW. The EASSW’ 
elected Executive Committee, and its Officers: 
President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer,  
are responsible for translating the policy of the 
General Assembly into practice. They are also 
responsible for the operation and administration of 
EASSW. 
Currently, the Officers are Susan Lawrence (President), 
Günter Friesenhahn (Vice-President), Vasilios 
Ioakimidis (Secretary) and Peter Hendriks (Treasurer). 
The other EC members are: Robert Bergougnan, Anke 
Beuck, Ronny Heikki Tikkanen, Nino Zganec, Sanela 
Basic, Andrés Arias Astray, Alessandro Sicora, Violeta 
Gevorgianiene, Marju Meda, Aila-Leena Matthies and 
Clara Cruz Santos. 
The office of EASSW is located in the office of the 
Tresurer, Peter Hendriks at the Hogeschool Utrecht 
(peter.hendriks@hu.nl). EASSW is governed under a 
Constitution,  approved by the biennial General 
Assembly. The mission of EASSW emphasizes the 
promotion of excellence in social work education and 
engagement of a community of social work educators 
in international exchange of information and 
expertise. 
 
 

http://www.europa.eu/
http://www.coe.int/
mailto:peter.hendriks@hu.nl
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EASSW carries out its purposes through:  

- a biennial conference of social work educators, 
the ENSACT Conference, 

- publication of a newsletter, 

- representation at the European Union and Council 
of Europe, 

- links with the European Journal of Social Work, 

- funding of small cross-national projects in social 
work education. 

Finances 
The activities of EASSW are financed through: 

- membership fees, paid on an annual basis and 
according to the amount specified by the General 
Assembly, 

- subsidies and grants, 

- projects and consultations, 

- inheritances and gifts, 

- sale of publications, 

- registration fees at seminars, workshops, 
congresses.  

Membership 
The membership of EASSW is open to those engaged 
in social work education in countries that are 
members of the Council of Europe, such as: 

- National Associations of Schools of Social Work, 

- Sub-Regional Associations of Schools of Social 
Work, 

- individual Schools of Social Work, 

- individuals engaged in Social Work Education in 
those countries where there is no formal 
membership of schools or national organization.  

 
Membership is possible only for those in the above 
mentioned categories, which provide higher 
educational programs that qualify students for 
professional social work and which have met the 
standards authorized in each country. 

Benefits 
Member’s benefits include: 

- Reduced registration fees at the biennial 
European conference  

- EASSW-newsletter  

- European member schools directory  

- Assistance as described in the goals of the EASSW  

- Participation in ongoing projects and activities  

Publications  
EASSW will regularly publish and update: 
- EASSW web site, 
- EASSW Newsletter, 
- EASSW-directory of schools of social work, 
- links to proceedings of the biennial congresses.

 
 
 
 
 
 

The drafting of this Newsletter has been finished on April, 8th 2014 


