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M. Laging, N. Žganec

Social Work Education in 
Europe
Traditions and Transformations

 • Presents comprehensive analyses of current social and 
socio-political transformations and their effects on social work 
and its educational structures

 • Identifies points of orientation for enhanced international 
cooperation and exchanges in social work education

 • Brings to light common ground and differences between European 
social work education systems

This contributed volume provides an in-depth overview of current social and socio-po-
litical transformations in Europe and their effects on social work and its educational 
structures. It elucidates these transformations and structures at the individual level of 
ten different countries and goes on to elaborate a European perspective in this field. 
Readers gain insight into the variety in social work and its educational structures in 
Europe and, at the same time, readers receive starting points for the exchange of 
ideas, collaboration and further development in the individual countries and in Europe. 
The introduction outlines the current developments and challenges facing social work 
education in Europe, contextualizing the topics to be covered in the volume. Each 
chapter offers an individual country profile of social work, including an analysis of 
typical examples of different traditions of educational models for social work that, 
collectively, provide insight into an overall “European model of education for social 
work”. The countries selected represent all parts of Europe: Finland Latvia Germany 
United Kingdom The Netherlands France Italy Croatia Romania Cyprus European Social 
Work Education: Traditions and Transformations is an essential resource – an up‐to‐
date and differentiated inventory of social work education in Europe from a horizontal 
and vertical perspective – which describes fields of work and approaches that  […]
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A. Opačić

Practicing Social Work in 
Deprived Communities
Competencies, Methods, and Techniques

 • Compiles a comprehensive overview of deprived communities 
across the globe

 • Collects different concepts regarding underdeveloped 
communities in a single volume for the first time

 • Articulates how social workers can empower deprived 
communities, and how social workers in deprived communities can 
be empowered

This contributed volume offers a holistic understanding of social work practice in 
deprived communities through its thematization of understanding deprived 
communities globally, the development of competencies for social work practice in and 
with deprived communities, social work education as a community development tool, 
and the empowerment of social workers in deprived communities. Inequality as a 
globally recognized challenge is extensively elaborated within the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and the Global Agenda program for social work, making 
this a timely and important contribution to the literature. Deprived communities, used 
in this book to mean slums, ghettos, favelas, and low-income, remote, underserved, 
vulnerable, impoverished, underdeveloped, or less-favoured communities, exist 
worldwide and are conceptualized under different terms and concepts. For that reason, 
social work, specifically in deprived areas, is not sufficiently recognized as a specific 
field of practice within community work. As a result, this volume features contributions 
that: provide a conceptual clarification of many different terms that are used for 
describing deprived communities and offer a systematic literature review on 
community processes and effects on well-being in underdeveloped communities; map 
different fields of social work involvement in deprived communities with  […]
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S. Bundschuh, M. J. Freitas, C. Palacín Bartrolí, N. Žganec

Ambivalences of 
Inclusion in Society and 
Social Work
Research-Based Reflections in Four European Countries

 • Presents four different EU country perspectives on inclusion with 
different (national) understandings

 • Offers a conceptual comparison of the topic across The 
Netherlands, Spain, Croatia, and Germany

 • Shares evidence-based reflections on inclusive society and the 
role of social work

This book represents the work of the European Research Network: Inclusive Society 
and the Role of Social Work, which comprises researchers from Barcelona, Spain; 
Koblenz, Germany; Maastricht, The Netherlands; and Zagreb, Croatia. The authors 
present research results and reflections from these four different European countries 
to provide a comprehensive introduction and discussion of the ambivalences of 
inclusive processes in society and social work. The development towards an inclusive 
society is a subject of ongoing discussion in Europe. How the subject is addressed, 
through an examination of political and social characteristics, differs significantly by 
country. Each country-specific chapter includes evidence-based reflections on inclusive 
society and the role of social work: In The Netherlands, there is evidence of a 
top-down process implementing inclusive social policy and social work principles 
through the self-proclaimed ‘participation society’. In Spain, the process to inclusion is 
accompanied by the third sector often replacing governmental responsibilities, namely 
through the bottom-up activities of non-governmental organizations in social work. In 
Croatia, inclusion is a state initiative in transitioning society and an academic approach 
to deinstitutionalising social work. In Germany, inclusion is discussed in social  […]
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W. Lorenz, Z. Havrdová, O. Matoušek

European Social Work 
After 1989
East-West Exchanges Between Universal Principles and Cultural 
Sensitivity

 • Highlights social work education in post-communist societies

 • Analyses impact of neoliberal social policies on the whole 
spectrum of “welfare regimes”

 • Encourages social work and social policy researchers to conduct 
comparative practice research

This book presents a unique analysis of the learning derived from East-West contacts 
in social work and reflects on the discipline’s inalienable trans-national dimensions, of 
high actuality in the face of the re-emergence of nationalisms. The fundamental 
transformations in Europe subsequent to the revolutions of 1989 had a profound 
impact on social work in terms of raising sharply the profession’s relationship with 
politics. The exchanges between western schools of social work and the emergent 
academic partner institutions in former Communist countries formed a valuable 
testing ground for the essential principles and competences of social work in terms of 
their universal scientific basis on the one hand and their regard for cultural and 
national values and contexts on the other. The chapters in this contributed volume 
focus on lessons derived from fundamental social and political transformations, 
highlighted by East-West encounters and intra-national divisions, and thereby have 
important messages for mastering impending transformations in the light of the 
global COVID-19 health crisis. They demonstrate how cultural and social divisions can 
be addressed constructively with direct implications for training and practice in 
dramatically changing contexts: Lithuanian social work’s claim to professional 
autonomy vs. authoritarianism in popular and political culture Social work between 
civil society and the state - lessons for and from Hungary in a European context  […]
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